2      Early Tears and Cheltenham College   [1872

The second son of Dr. Edward Thomas Wilson
and Mary Agnes (n6e Whishaw) his wife, he was
born at Cheltenham on July 23, 1872, where

* Westal,' the home of his upbringing, was to be
his home to the end of his life.   On his father's
side he could look back to a long line of Quaker
ancestors, and from them he seems to have in-
herited their distinguishing characteristics of in-
dustry, modesty, fine culture and quiet self-posses-
sion.   Res non verba, the family motto, appropriate
to the family as a whole, might seem indeed to
have been specially chosen for him*

For those who affirm that * the boy is father to
the man' it will be of interest to trace in the char-
acteristics of his early years, which his father's
memories and his mother's diary have preserved,
some of the qualities that were conspicuous in his
manhood.

From infancy a cheerful disposition and a sense
of personal independence appear to have developed
side by side with a strongly emotional tempera-
ment that was with difficulty got under control

* He is the brightest and jolliest of all our babies,
but subject to violent outbursts of temper, and
then he will brook no contradiction.'   Already at
two years old * he is his Father's boy, and his love
for him is most beautiful.'   His mother pronounces
him * the pride of the bunch' but notes that * he
has comic fits of earnestness during which no one
can succeed in making him smile.'    At five years
old 'he is fearless, brave and*independent* and
though * tears are always near the surface,* yet
' nothing can interfere with his own happiness or
with his favourite pursuits.'